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Chapter 3. Migration 
Three Key Ideas

At the end of this section you should be able to explain:

1. Who Chooses to Migrate and Why

2. The World’s Major Migration Flows Today and In the Past

3. How Migration Challenges and Patterns Differ Between the Wealthiest 
and Poorest Nations

Chapter 3. Migration 
Why do people migrate?

• Push Factors 
• Pull Factors

Major International Migration Patterns, Early 1990s

Slide graphic courtesy of Dr. Jean-Paul Rodrigue, Hofstra University

Emigration and immigration
Change in residence.
Relative to origin and 
destination.



Chapter 3. Migration 
Types of Migration

Voluntary migration
– The migrant makes the decision to move.
– Most migration is voluntary.
– Push and Pull Factors determine whom and where.

Forced Migration
– Involuntary migration in which the mover has no role in the decision-

making process.
– Slavery.

• About 11 million African slaves were brought to the Americas between 
1519 and 1867.

• In 1860, there were close to 4 million slaves in the United States.
– Refugees.
– Military conscription.
– Children of migrants.

Chapter 3. Migration 
Types of Migration

Circular migration
– A type of temporary 

migration.
– Associated with agricultural 

work.
– The migrant follows the 

harvest of various crops, 
moving from one place to 
another each time.

– Very common in the US 
Southwest (Mexican farm 
workers) and in Western 
Europe (Eastern European 
farm workers).

Fall / Winter

Spring Summer

Chapter 3. Migration 
Types of Migration

Sojourners
– These workers intend to stay only until they save enough money to return 

to their homeland with wealth.
– Common in the U.S. with Italians between 1890-1910. Common now with 

workers from Latin America.
– Remittances are a substantial part of the economy of some migrant 

source countries.

World Migration Routes Since 1700
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Current World Migration Patterns World Refugee Patterns, 2007

Key Term: Forced Migration Slaves Reaching British North America, 
1601-1867 (in 1,000s)
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Forced Migration

The Trail of Tears, 1838

Chapter 3. Migration 
United States Immigration

Prior to 1840, 90% of U.S.
immigration was from Britain

Two Big Waves:
1840 - 1930: W. and N. European transitioning to Southern and Eastern 

European by 1910
– Irish (potato famine in 1840s) and Germans
– During 1900s: Italians, Russians, Austria-Hungary (Czech, 

Poland, Romania, etc.)
• 1950 - Today: Asians and Latin Americans; declining Europeans

– Asians: China, India; 1980s -1990s: Phillipines, Vietnam, and 
South Korea

– Latin America: Mexico, Dom. Rep., El Salvador, Cuba, Haiti
• 1986 Immigration Reform and Control Act admitted former illegals 

in 1990, 1991.

Chapter 3. Migration 
United States Immigration

Prior to 1840, 90% of U.S.
immigration was from Britain

Three trends:

Destinations of U.S. Immigrants - ethnic neighborhoods often result of chain 
migration
– Mexicans: California, Texas, Illinois, New York
– Caribbean: Florida or New York
– Chinese and Indians: New York & California
– Other Asians (Filipino, Vietnamese, etc.): California
– Irish?
– Italians?
– Armenians? 

Chapter 3. Migration 
U.S. Immigration Policies

• 1882, Bars Asian immigration for ten years (extended)
• 1921, Quota Act - country by country quotas 
• 1924 National Origins Act - country by country quotas
• 1965, Immigration Act - quotas for  countries replaced, in 1968, with 

hemisphere quotas of 170, 000 for East and 120,000 for West
• Relatives and family member preference begins

• 1978, Immigration Act - global quota of 290, 000
• 1980, Refugee Act - quotas do not apply to those seeking political asylum
• 1986, Immigration Reform and Control Act admitted large numbers of former 

illegals.
• 1990, Immigration Act raised global quotas to roughly 675,000
• 1995, visas begin to be issued preferentially:

Relatives and family members get overwhelming priority (see next
slide)

Current Total (2004): 950,000 legal entries



US Population by Race and Ethnicity, 1990-
2050
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Top 10 Countries of Origin for US Legal 
Immigrants, 1998

0 50000 100000 150000

Mexico

China

India

Philippines

Dominican Republic

Vietnam

Cuba

Jamaica

El Salvador

Korea

Slide graphic courtesy of Dr. Jean-Paul Rodrigue, Hofstra University

Illegal Aliens in the United States by Country 
of Origin, 1996 (in 1,000s)
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What about immigration from other 
countries like, say, Armenia?

Visit the Migration Policy Institute 
web page “Who’s Where in the 
U.S.?” for details about the 
destination of many other groups: 
http://www.migrationinformation.or
g/datahub/whoswhere.cfm

How about the Phillipines? 

Visit the Migration Policy Institute 
web page “Who’s Where in the 
U.S.?” for details about the 
destination of many other groups: 
http://www.migrationinformation.or
g/datahub/whoswhere.cfm



Population Pyramid of Native and Foreign 
Born Population, United States, 2000 (in %)
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Voluntary African-American Migrations
Blacks moved to The Industrial Belt (i.e., Chicago, New York, 

Detroit) and California during labor shortages.

The culture of the receiving regions was affected by these changes. 
Can you think of specific cultural traits were added to the new 
regions by the arrival of large numbers of blacks?

Migration by Major Metropolitan Areas in the 
United States, 1990-98 (in 1,000s)
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Interregional Migrations
U.S. population has been moving Westward and Southward

• Gold Rush (1849) and Donner Party just the most dramatic examples of 
hardship.

– Wells, Pumps, Aqueducts, Mosquito Control and Air Conditioning have 
allowed this move which otherwise would be impossible.

• Loss of Industrial Jobs in east compliments increase in Sunbelt service 
sector (biotech, communications).



The Ten Fastest-Growing Metropolitan Areas, 
1990–2000
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000; 1990 Census. Web: www.census.gov

Population Change, 1990–2000
Metropolitan area April 1, 1990 April 1, 2000 Number Percent

Las Vegas, Nev., Ariz. 852,737 1,563,282 710,545 83.3%
Naples, Fla. 152,099 251,377 99,278 65.3
Yuma, Ariz. 106,895 160,026 53,131 49.7
McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, Tex. 383,545 569,463 185,918 48.5
Austin-San Marcos, Tex. 846,227 1,249,763 403,536 47.7
Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers, Ark. 210,908 311,121 100,213 47.5
Boise, Idaho 295,851 432,345 136,494 46.1
Phoenix-Mesa, Ariz. 2,238,480 3,251,876 1,013,396 45.3
Laredo, Tex. 133,239 193,117 59,878 44.9
Provo-Orem, Utah 263,590 368,536 104,946 39.8

The Ten Fastest-Growing Metropolitan Areas, 
2001-2006
Source: U.S. Census Bureau; 2006: Census. Web: www.census.gov

The Ten Fastest-Growing Metropolitan Areas, 
2008-2009
(plus four previous top ten cities that have slowed their growth)
Source: U.S. Census Bureau; 2006: Census. Web: www.census.gov

Internal Migrations in LDCs 
Populations in the less developed world are rushing to cities 

in search of work and income.

Urbanization
• migration from rural areas
• lack of jobs in countryside
• lack of services in cities
• Tokyo, Los Angeles, and 
New York only MDC cities 
on top 10 list

Rank City Population
1 Tokyo, Japan 28 million
2 New York City, United States 20.1 million
3 Mexico City, Mexico 18.1 million
4 Mumbai, India (Bombay) 18 million
5 Sao Paulo, Brazil 17.7 million
6 Los Angeles, United States 15.8 million
7 Shanghai, China 14.2 million
8 Lagos, Nigeria 13.5 million
9 Kolkata, India (Calcutta) 12.9 million

10 Buenos Aires, Argentina 12.5 million

Lagos, Nigeria Mumbai, India Mexico City, Mexico 



Internal (interregional) Migrations in U.S. 
For about 100 years the U.S. population has been moving out 

of the city centers to the suburbs: suburbanization and 
counterurbanization

U.S. intraregional migration during 1990s.

Developed Countries: 
suburbanization
• automobiles and 
roads
•‘American Dream’
• better services
• lower taxes
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